
Senate Health &
Human Services
March 8, 2023

Roll Call
Chair: Lois Kolkhorst - Present
Vice-chair: Charles Perry - Present
César Blanco - Present
Bob Hall - Present
Kelly Hancock - Present
Bryan Hughes - Present
Morgan LaMantia - Present
Borris L. Miles - Present
Kevin Sparks - Present

Resources
Hearing notice
Video of hearing

Bills

SB 241 - Insulin VDP Reporting - Pay for Delay
Bill won’t be seen today. Perry is still looking for the witnesses who will speak. (02:20)

SB 745 - Expands OAG Fraud Protection
Sen. Kolkhorst (49:40)
Medicaid is one of our largest programs and financial commitments. To be good stewards,
it’s critical we provide oversight like fraud prevention. As HHSC begins to end continuous
coverage and people move around in programs, this is particularly important. SB 745
would allow OAG to expand the definition of fraud under TMFPA to include other
programs like CHIP, Healthy Texas Women, etc.

Lynn Kurt Citron (sp), Office of Attorney General (52:55)
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Our goal is to deter illegal conduct and recover civil remedies and penalties, and help
reimburse the state for dollars paid by Texas Medicaid as result of bad conduct. Types of
cases we pursue include kickbacks, upcoding, etc.

Recovered over 2.4 billion in fraud.

People tell us violations of CHIP in their pleadings, but we have to tell them we are not
authorized to pursue this and bring state more recoveries.

Perry: Most fraud of substantial entries are under syndication- mostly big companies
figuring out how to scam?
Citron: I would say the majority is large companies, yes.
Perry: To be clear for everyone, when fraud occurs we kinda have to split this with the
federal government, so there are losses on both sides.

Miles: Question for Kolkhorst. We’ve had a history of Medicaid fraud. Worried how
expansion of this would affect minority communities. They are often victims of this fraud-
people are often set up, etc. How can we make sure vulnerable people aren't affected?
Kolkhorst: We’re talking about providers here. We don’t go after individuals/beneficiaries.
Miles: But when you’re going after them, how does that person in need get what they
need?
Perry: It’s the willing participants that will get in trouble.
Miles: The bill is needed, I just don’t want the most vulnerable people to not get what they
need.
Kolkhorst: This bill is designed to protect those that are most vulnerable.
Miles: When I look at 2.4 billion dollars, it doesn't seem to be a significant number. I do
understand its importance.

SB 745 left pending for public testimony.

SB 576

No public testimony.
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